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consists in the commission of crime, from the proceeds
of which they not only support themselves, but bribe the
subordinate representatives of law and order to grant them
a certain amount of toleration and immunity from punish-
ment.
In other lands criminals are individuals who may be
described as the " rogue elephants" of society. They
are branded, boycotted and segregated from the decent
law-abiding members of the human race. In India they
consist of entire Tribes, Villages, Clans, and Families, all
the members of which are devoted from the cradle to the
grave to a life of crime. Nor are they ashamed of their
profession. Rather do they glory in it, and regard them-
selves with all the pride of ancestry of warriors engaged in
a perfectly legitimate war against society.
The origin of this dates back to the age-long condition
of society in India. While certain portions of the country
are rich in agricultural resources, others on their borders
have a precarious struggle for existence. Their mountain
homes or waterless deserts yield them a scanty and un-
certain subsistence, which they have from time immemorial
supplemented by periodical raids on their more prosperous,
but often less warlike, neighbours.
It is only necessary to refer to the history of the
Marathas, Rajputs and Afghans to illustrate the condition
of things which has existed for centuries, and which has
taxed for the last hundred years the utmost skill and
patience of India's rulers to overcome.
Gradually the turbulent tribes have been restrained
and their raidings brought under control. Extensive
schemes of irrigation, industrial employment, and emi-
gration have legitimately relieved the pressure of population,
and the strong arm of the law has gradually made itself
felt, till the Pax Britannica in India has become one of the
great marvels of the age.
But there has remained a vast and widespread residuum
of crime and criminals which has baffled the best efforts
of the British Ruler, Tribes, numbering at the lowest
calculation one million men, women and children, have
parcelled out, so to speak, the entire country between
themselves as a happy hunting ground, where they could